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Program Notes 
(These notes were written by Ernest Bloch) 
I. The short orchestral prelude, Meditation, exposes the initial (Mixolydian) 
motive, which permeates the whole work, and two other forms which recur here 
and there. The Mah Tovu is a kind of invocation, in the desert perhaps -- the 
Temple of God in Nature". 
More liturgical is the Bar' chu which follows. 
The short interlude which leads from here to the Sh' ma Yisrael has a 
character, and a motive, which recur often in the whole Service. It is more 
"cosmic" as if representing the hidden forces of the Universe, very often 
assimilated to God, as the One and Unique Cause, in my perception of the 
Service. 
The Sh'ma Yisrael is the great profession of Jewish Faith -- the essential 
affirmation of Unity. 
A short transition leads to a prayer of very different character. After the 
"cosmic" element, comes the "human" one: "Vhav' ta ... " In many ways it 
characterizes the union of religion and everyday life. Simplicity and grandeur in 
all things -- a kind of sublimation of these things and their sacredness. It is the 
idea, too, of certain symbols kept constantly in sight, in mind and alive -- not a 
religion of words, but of acts. 
The Mi Chamocha seems a response of the crowd to such 
announcements, and its exultant joy is expressed in the Adonai Yim' loch. 
But this joy is interrupted by tragic accents -- all the misery, the sufferings 
of humanity -- symbolized in a crowd of poor, persecuted people. This short 
symphonic interlude leads to Tzur Yirael, where the Cantor, as one voice amidst 
the mass, intones the "Rock of Israel...Arise to the help of Israel..." On this 
tragic conclusion ends the first part. 
II. Here the music comes from another world -- seraphic, mysterious. The 
Kadosh the original form of the Sanctus of the Catholic Church. 
Two bars of the "cosmic" motive leads to the Echad Hu Eloheinu in its 
formidable concision and affirmation of Unity of the world. It is repeated a 
second time, but in a completely different mood, as the Faith of the People in 
this affirmation. It ends with exulting joy with the Yimloch Adonai L' olam 
and its idea of perpetuity. 
III. Deals entirely with the Law -- the Torah -- and for me, symbolically, the 
necessary order, discipline, limitations: 
"Outwardly limited, Inwardly unlimited." -- Goethe 
But, before accepting the Law -- in the highest sense of the word -- in order 
to understand it fully, to submit willingly and joyfully to its discipline and its 
restrictions, a kind of "purification" is required -- not an external one -- but in the 
heart of man itself. 
The short prelude, "Silent Meditation" the a cappella chorus, Yih'yu 
L' ratzon express this feeling. 
Then the Cantor intones the Seu Shearim. I interpreted this as "clouds 
rising .... high in the sky .... darkness receding, out of man's heart -- that the light 
may enter into it." 
Immense symbol! Which poor, fettered humanity, bound to its miseries, 
fetishism's of all kinds, is still awaiting. I wanted to express the wish that man 
"\may liberate himself from hate, prejudice, dark instincts, regression, all that 
}lowers him and prevents him from seeing the Truth from going forward, from 
rising above himself. 
Then the Scroll is taken from the Ark and carried slowly through the 
assembly, and the Cantor explains "Torah Tzivoh Lanu Moshe;" the chorus 
repeats it, and both the Cantor and Chorus call: "House of Jacob" -- in the 
sense, for me, of all mankind -- "Come ye and walk with me in the light of 
God." 
And light bursts out clear, mystical, almost too intense for men's eyes; it 
abates, and mysteriously the Cantor, once more proclaims the act of Faith: 
Sh' ma Yisrael --- Our God is ONE!" 
After a great crescendo and ascending progression, the final chorus 
exultation, L'Cha Adonai, bursts out. 
IV. We come back to earth -- the Torah is returned to the Ark. It is hidden now, 
but it must become a part of our life, remain alive in the hearts of men. 
After a call of the Cantor to the people, the crowd intones the Hodo Al 
Erets, expressing its joy. The Cantor, then, alternating with the Chorus, 
proclaims the wisdom and perfections of the Law (Toras Adonai) and reminds 
the people not to "forsake it." 
A peace song, Eits Chayim, ends this fourth part. 
V. First, it expresses the peace and solemnity of the "Sabbath," Va' anach' nu 
(Adoration) 
Thus far, the whole text was sung in Hebrew. Now the Cantor addresses the 
people in a kind of recitativo (spoken voice) in English ... "Then shall Thy 
Kingdom be established on Earth." The Chorus answers in Hebrew: On that I 
day, the Lord shall be one and His Name, One." 
The color changes suddenly -- turns dark, with tragic accents -- and the 
Cantor, as if in a haze: "And now ere we part ... " 1 
This is the thought of those who have departed "but have not ceased to be." I 
Then at the words "in the divine order of nature" is expressed the whole 
philosophy of the work. All this, from the recitative in English, is a kind of 
projection, more general, more universal, of the hidden philosophy of the II 
Service proper, a kind of radiation, of announcement, of its central idea to the 
whole of mankind. It is, in fact, the conception of the Hebrew prophets, the 
living, universal, eternal contribution of Israel to humanity. 
At a distance, one hears again the supplication of mankind, its cry toward 
God for help, for an explanation of this sad, incomprehensible world, the reasons 
for our sufferings .... Tzur Yisrael. 
After an ominous silence, from very far away, out of time, out of space --
above Time, Space, Matter, of which we know nothing, a kind of collective 
voice rises slowly, mysteriously. Is it the key? The answer? The explanation? 
The beautiful poem Adon Olam was used here, which in the Reform 
Temples of America ends usually the Friday evening service, but serves as ~ 
conclusion to several services in many orthodox synagogues in the world. 
It embodies a philosophy, or metaphysics, which outgrows all creeds, all 
religions, all "Science," and which, if properly interpreted, may outlive all of 
them -- perhaps the last word of wisdom, of knowledge ... 
I interpreted the last strophe, "Into His hand I commit my spirit and with 
my spirit, my body. The Lord is with me -- I shall not fear" as the idea of Death 
-- accepted death -- as accepted Life - with serenity, confidence and the conviction 
that man is too small, too limited, imprisoned in the narrow wall of his senses, 
to be able to understand the Infinite, the Absolute. 
The "equations" of his pride, of his "knowledge," are more formulas, labels, 
theories, to be changed from time to time, in the course of history. 
He ignores entirely the Causes, of all which is essential --Time, Space, 
Matter, Thought. 
Thus as a last resort, he commits himself, soul and body, into God's hand --
or if one prefers, he relies humbly upon the huge forces, the laws, the 
everlasting and higher truth of the Universe -- and their ultimate wisdom. 
After this "cosmic" dream, we come back to earth again, with the Three 
Benedictions and the Three Amens. 
And the last expression of the Cantor to the Assembly is the beautiful word 
"Shalom" which means "peace." 
Cantor Steven I. Weiss presently serves at Temple Kol Emeth in 
Marietta, Georgia where he directs the B 'nai Mitzvah and musical programs. In 
addition to his undergraduate degree from Ithaca College, Cantor Weiss received a 
Master's degree in Sacred Music from and was also Invested at the Hebrew Union 
College - Jewish Institute of Religion in New York City. 
During his tenure at Ithaca College, Cantor Weiss was an active performer 
on and off campus appearing with the Ithaca College Opera productions and the 
Ithaca Opera Association as well as with the Ithaca College Chorus and Choir. 
Since Cantor Weiss's first performance of Ernest Bloch's Avodath 
Hakodesh with the Ithaca Community Chorus, he has invested many hours of 
study which culminated in his master's thesis: The Ernest Bloch Sacred Service: 
A Composition for Jews or a Composition for Humankind? His thesis focuses 
on the universal message of hope that Bloch expressed through his music. 
Ithaca College Choral Union 
The Ithaca College Choral Union is comprised of the Women's Chorale, 
Janet Galvan, conductor; Chorus and Choir conducted by Lawrence Doebler. 
Every four years these ensembles present a major work with the Symphony 
Orchestra. The groups are prepared by professors Cooper, Doebler and Galvan 
with additional help from our graduate conducting students Joseph Caminiti, Jo 
Ann Elliott and Candice Ruffalo. Rachel Allen, Elizabeth Johnson and Jeffrey 
Smith have provided excellent rehearsal accompaniment and Rebecca Schaberg 
has helped the ensembles learn the Hebrew. 
Part I. 
Meditation 
Mah Tovu 
Translations 
Symphonic Prelude 
Cantor, Chorus 
, How lovely are your tents, 0 Jacob, your dwelling-places, 0 Israel! In your 
abundant loving kindness, 0 God, let me enter Your house, reverently to 
worship in Your holy temple. God, I love Your house, the place where Your 
glory dwells. So I would worship with humility, I would seek blessing in the 
presence of God, my Maker. To You then, Eternal One, does my prayer go 
forth. May this be a time of joy and favor. In Your great love, 0 God, answer 
me with Your saving truth. 
Bar'chu Cantor, Chorus 
Praise the Eternal to Whom our praise is due. Praised be the Eternal, to Whom 
our praise is due, now and forever. 
Sh'ma Yisrael Cantor, Chorus 
Hear, 0 Israel, the Eternal is our God, the Eternal is One! Blessed is God's 
glorious kingdom for ever and ever! 
V'hav'ta Cantor, Women's Voices 
Thou shalt love the Lord thy God, with all thy heart, with all thy soul, and with 
all thy might, and these words which I command you on this day shall be in my 
heart. 
Thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, and thou shalt speak of them 
when thou sittest in thy house, when thou walkest by the way and when thou 
liest down, when thou risest up. 
Thou shalt bind them for a sign upon thy hand, and they shall be frontlets 
between thine eyes. 
Thou shalt write them on the doorposts of thy house, and upon thy gates. 
That ye shall remember and do all of my commandments, and be holy unto your 
God. 
Mi Chamocha Chorus, Cantor 
Who is like You, Eternal One, among the gods that are worshipped? Who is 
like You, majestic in holiness, awesome in splendor, doing wonders. 
Adonai Yim'loch Chorus 
The Eternal shall reign forever. 
Tzur Yisrael Cantor, Chorus 
0 Rock oflsrael, come to Israel's help. Fulfill Your promise of redemption for 
Judah and Israel. Our redeemer is the Ruler of all, the Holy One of Israel. 
Blessed is the Eternal, the Redeemer of Israel. 
Part II. 
Kiddusha (Sanctification) 
N'kadeish Cantor 
We sanctify Your Name on earth, even as all things, to the ends of the time and 
space, proclaim Your holiness; and in the words of the prophet we say: 
Kadosh Chorus 
Holy, Holy, Holy is the Ruler of all; The fullness of the whole earth is God's 
glory! 
Adir Adireinu Cantor, Chorus 
Source of our strength, Sovereign God, how majestic is Your presence in all the 
earth! 
Echad bu Eloheinu Cantor, Chorus 
The Eternal alone is our God and our Creator, the Eternal is our Ruler and our 
Helper, and in mercy God is revealed in the sight of all the living; "I am Adonai 
Your God!" 
Yimloch Adonai L'olam Chorus 
The Eternal shall reign forever; Your God, 0 Zion, from generation to 
generation. Halleluyah! 
Part III. 
Silent Devotion Symphonic Prelude 
Yih'yu L'ratzon Chorus 
May the words of my mouth, and the meditations of my heart, be acceptable to 
You, 0 God, my Rock and my Redeemer. 
Seu Shearim Cantor, Chorus 
Lift up your heads, 0 ye gates! Lift ye everlasting doors! That the King of 
Glory may enter! Who is this King of Glory? God of the Sabbath, He is the 
King of Glory! Selah. 
Taking the Scroll from the Ark Symphonic Interlude 
Torah Tzivoh Cantor, Chorus 
Torah, which God gave through Moses, is the Law of the house of Jacob: 0 
house of Jacob, come ye, walk in the light, the light of the Lord. 
Sh'ma Yisrael Cantor, Chorus 
Hear, 0 Israel: the Eternal is our God, the Eternal is One! 
L'cha Adonai Chorus 
Yours, God is the greatness, the power, the glory, the victory, and the majesty; 
for all that is in the heaven and earth is Yours. Yours is the kingdom, 0 God; 
You are supreme over all. 
Part IV. 
Gadelu L' Adonai Cantor 
Praise the Lord with me, let us exalt His Name in one voice. 
Hodo al erets Chorus 
Earth sees His Glory, and the heavens, and He is the strength of all His people. 
The glory and praise of all the just of Israel that came before Him. Halleluyah! 
Toras Adonai Cantor, Chorus 
The Law of the Lord is perfect, it doth restore the soul; His precepts are sure and 
enduring, and teach the simple. The Laws of the Lord are just, the heart rejoices. 
The Law of the Lord is Holy, enduring forever. Behold these precepts the Lord 
has shown thee; regard them, do not forsake them. 
Eits Chayim hi Cantor, Chorus 
Behold, a good doctrine has been given you, My Torah; do not forsake it It is a 
tree of life to those who hold it fast, and all who cling to it find happiness. Its 
ways are ways of pleasantness, and all its paths are peace. 
Part V. 
Epilogue 
Va'anach'nu (Adoration) Cantor, Chorus 
We therefore bow in awe and thanksgiving before the One who is Sovereign over 
all, the Holy One, blessed be the Eternal. 
"May the time be not distant, 0 God" 
"May the day come" 
"0 may all men recognize" 
Bayom Hahu 
On that day the Eternal shall be One and God's name shall be One. 
Minister 
Minister 
Minister 
Chorus 
"And now ere we part" Minister 
"In the divine order of Nature" Minister 
Tzur Yisrael Chorus, Cantor 
0 Rock of Israel, come to Israel's help. Our redeemer is the Ruler of all. 
Adon Olam Chorus, Cantor 
God is the Eternal One, who reigned before any being had yet been created; when 
all was done according to God's will, already then the Eternal's name was God. 
And after all has ceased to be, still will God reign in solitary majesty; God was, 
God is, and God shall be in glory. And the Eternal is One; none other can 
compare to God, or consort with God; God is without beginning, without end; 
to the Eternal belong power and dominion. And the Eternal is my God, my 
living Redeemer, my Rock in time of trouble and distress; God is my banner and 
refuge, my benefactor when I call on God. Into God's hands I entrust my spirit, 
when I sleep and when I wake; and with my spirit, my body also; the Eternal is 
with me, I will not fear. 
Benediction Cantor, Chorus 
Now may the Lord bless you and guard you, may the Lord shine upon you the 
light of His countenance and be gracious unto you and give you peace . Amen. 
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